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STEM is part of our curriculum for 
all ages — even for our one year 

olds, science is a blast!

THe FuTure oF CHILDCAre AND PreSCHooL IS Here! Serving families since 1986

It’s � e Economy, 
Cheshire

Candidates Forum Focuses 
Squarely On Economic Growth

by John Rook
Herald Staff

Candidates for Cheshire Town 
Council touched on a variety of 
topics at last Wednesday’s annual 
Candidate’s Forum, sponsored by 
the Cheshire-Wallingford League 
of Women’s Voters.

Everything from party politics 
to what each candidate would 
do for the town if bestowed with 
super powers was asked, yet one 
topic dominated the two-hour 
discussion—economic develop-
ment.

With the state’s economy still 
in fl ux and Cheshire expecting 
to see a signifi cant cut in state 
aid, candidates for district and at-
large Council seats weighed in on 
how to grow the Town’s grand list 
through business development.

“There is no silver bullet,” 
said Democratic candidate Derek 
Gromko. “We must do a better 
job of retaining and attracting 
businesses (in Cheshire).”

Gromko, who is running 
against Republican incumbent 
Tom Ruocco in the Second Dis-
trict, supported the Economic 
Development Market Study re-
cently commissioned by the 
Town, which lays out strategies 
to further entice businesses to 
Cheshire. Gromko also suggested 
that the town take other steps, 

such as creating a fl oating zone in 
the north end.

Ruocco, however, said he was 
more concerned with the spend-
ing side of the budget, and sug-
gested that, if elected to another 
term, he would continue to op-
pose what he referred to as “vari-
ous revenue schemes.” Ruocco 
pointed to the raising of the sewer 
use fees as an issue where he 
“split with my own party” to op-
pose the increase, and said that he 
believes growing the grand list 
won’t be achieved through spend-
ing.

“I believe businesses appreciate 
a Council that has shown it is fi s-
cally conservative,” said Ruocco. 
“… We are going to have to make 
diffi cult reductions (because of 
cuts to state aid).”

Third District candidates Don 
Walsh, Republican, and incum-
bent Jeff Falk, Democrat, who 
replaced Liz Linehan earlier this 
year, both seemed to agree on the 
need to follow the Market Study 
and implement many of its rec-
ommendations. However, both 
offered some additional thoughts 
on how to spur Cheshire’s econ-
omy.

“The whole focus is on a large 
(development) in the north end,” 
said Falk, and while he admitted 
that is important, he also stated 
that he wants to see “an increase 
in small businesses in the center” 
of town. “That’s just as impor-
tant,” he stated.

Walsh called the north end 
property—targeted over the years 
for several big projects, none of 
which have materialized—“ripe 
for development,” but stated his 
belief that, while it is important 
that the Town follow the Market 
Study, it also has to redouble ef-
forts internally.

“We need to work together,” 
said Walsh. “The (Town Coun-
cil), Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, and Economic Devel-
opment … (attracting businsses) 
is one area we all really need to 

Cheshire Anxiously Awaits Word 
On Possible Budget Deal

Could A TIF District Be A Finanicial Boon?

Al Valerio/Cheshire Herald

A Musical Homecoming For One Of Cheshire’s Own
Cheshire High School graduate Hudson Lee (Class of 2015, pictured center) performed with the 
famous Yale Spizzwinks a cappella group at St. Peter’s Church last week, where friends and family 
came to cheer on the Cheshire resident and his fellow singers.

School Generators Project Takes Another Step Forward
by Michael Torelli
Herald Staff

Cheshire schools are one 
step closer to being backup-
ready in the event of a power 
outage.

On Oct. 10, Public Build-

ing Commissioners received ap-
proval from the Town Council 
to submit a fi nal design for gen-
erator plug boxes out to bid for 
all school buildings within the 
Cheshire School District, except 
for Humiston School.

“This is an ongoing project 

that’s fi nally coming to pass,” 
stated Councilor Tim Slocum. 
“Essentially, they’re within bud-
get on the project.”

The project was originally 
funded through a $175,000 capi-
tal budget appropriation, which 

by Michael Torelli
Herald Staff

Economic Development 
Commissioners are gather-
ing more information on a 
new fi nancing option for local 

business owners, one they be-
lieve could help boost Cheshire’s 
economy.

Following their presentation on 
Oct. 10 to the Town Council, the 
EDC began the search to hire a 
company that could identify areas 

in Cheshire where a Tax Incre-
mental Financing (TIF) district 
could be established, with the 
hope that doing so will prompt 
additional business growth in 
town. 

by Michael Torelli
Herald Staff

While no hard numbers 
had been made available as of 
Wednesday, Town Manager 
Michael Milone remained op-

timistic that the new bipartisan 
budget being considered by state 
legislators this week will serve 
Connecticut better than Governor 
Dannel Malloy’s executive order.

“When you’re cut $13.3 mil-
lion out of $14.2 million, any-

thing is better than that,” Milone 
said. “I think, and I’m hopeful 
that it’s a lot more reasonable be-
cause I think each and every one 
of those Senators and Representa-
tives have gotten strong messages 
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